We the undersigned foreign policy professionals, respectfully urge Democratic Party leaders to
ensure that the Israel/Palestine section of the party’s platform expresses support for the security
and rights of both Israelis and Palestinians. United by our years of experience working on
Middle East policy, we share the view of prior administrations of both parties that the United
States must be an honest broker in the region. We ask the Democratic Party to make this a
central element of its vision for the Middle East in its 2020 platform.
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The actions of the Trump administration have upended decades of bipartisan US support for a
negotiated two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In his “Deal of the Century,”
President Trump has provided the Israeli government with a green light to annex all West Bank
settlements and the Jordan Valley and maintain its occupation in perpetuity, making a
sovereign, independent and contiguous Palestinian state impossible. These moves imperil
Israel’s future as a democratic homeland for the Jewish people, undermine the US-Israel special
relationship and harm Palestinians.

Past party platforms have rightly stated a commitment to Israel's security and included
condemnations of threats and actions against our ally, in addition to embracing a two-state
outcome. Those platforms have, however, also been nearly silent on the rights of Palestinians,
on Israeli actions that undermine those rights and the prospects for a two-state solution, and on
the need for security for both peoples.

The 2020 platform should expressly state a commitment to a resolution of the conflict that
ensures both Israel's security and future as a Jewish and democratic state with equal rights for
all its citizens, as well as Palestinian rights, including self-determination, security and freedom. It
should include clear opposition to ongoing occupation, settlement expansion and any form of
unilateral annexation of territory in the West Bank as well as clear opposition to violence,
terrorism and incitement from all sides.

We ask that the platform address these issues—each of which has been exacerbated under the
current administration—to make clear what a comprehensive effort to achieve a two-state
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict should look like under a future Democratic
administration, which includes a commitment to security, democracy, and human rights.
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Bruce Riedel, Former Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for Near East and South Asia
Affairs

Ben Rhodes, Former Deputy National Security Adviser
Witney W. Schneidman, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs
Steven Simon, Former National Security Council Senior Director for the Middle East and North Africa

Amb. Donald Steinberg, Former Deputy Administrator at the United States Agency for International
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