Congress of the United States

Washington, BDE 20515

December 12, 2024

The Honorable Antony Blinken The Honorable Lloyd Austin
Secretary of State Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of State U.S. Department of Defense
2201 C Street NW 1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20520 Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretaries Blinken and Austin:

We strongly support Israel’s right to self-defense and condemn the brutal terrorist attack by Hamas on October
7, in which Hamas killed over 1,200 people and took 235 people hostage. We continue to call on Hamas to
release all hostages and support the Biden Administration’s efforts to broker a bilateral ceasefire that includes
the release of hostages. We also support U.S. efforts to reach a security agreement between Israel and Lebanon
to end the fighting, allow citizens on both sides of the border to return home, and lower regional tensions.
Further, we condemn the unprecedented Iranian attacks against Israel launched on April 13, 2024, and October
1, 2024. We must continue to avoid a major regional conflict — and we welcome the concerted diplomatic
efforts by the U.S. and our allies to prevent further escalation.

We are also deeply troubled by the continued level of civilian casualties and humanitarian suffering in Gaza.
We welcomed the October 13th letter you sent to the Israeli government, imposing a 30-day deadline to
“reverse the downward humanitarian trajectory” in Gaza and fulfill requirements consistent with Israel’s March
2024 assurances that its actions are compliant with U.S. and international law, including facilitating
humanitarian assistance. That deadline has expired, and while some progress has been made, we believe the
Israeli government has not yet fulfilled the requirements outlined in your letter.

Therefore we request that your Administration provide a full assessment of the status of Israel’s
compliance with all relevant U.S. policies and laws, including National Security Memorandum 20 (NSM-
20) and Section 6201 of the Foreign Assistance Act.

This request is consistent with one made by many of us in a May letter to the Administration in which we raised
similar concerns regarding the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and urged enforcement of NSM-20.

Our concerns remain urgent and largely unresolved, including arbitrary restrictions on humanitarian aid and
insufficient delivery routes, among others. As a result, Gaza’s civilian population is facing dire famine. As
documented in the State Department’s May 10th NSM-20 report, although overall access to humanitarian aid
has improved, it remains insufficient and there are credible reports of potential breaches of U.S. law. Further, on
October 28th, State Department Spokesperson Matthew Miller said, that “At this point, they’re not meeting all
the conditions of the letter” with reference to Israel.

We believe further administrative action must be taken to ensure Israel upholds the assurances it provided in
March 2024 to facilitate, and not directly or indirectly obstruct, U.S. humanitarian assistance. We remain
committed to a negotiated solution that can bring an end to the fighting, free the remaining hostages, surge
humanitarian aid, and lay the groundwork to rebuild Gaza with a legitimate Palestinian governing body. We
thank you and the Administration for its ongoing work to achieve those shared goals.

Sincerely,


https://www.justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Report-to-Congress-under-Section-2-of-the-National-Security-Memorandum-on-Safeguards-and-Accountability-with-Respect-to-Transferred-Defense.pdf
https://crow.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/crow.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/Letter%20to%20President%20Biden%20re%20Humanitarian%20Crisis%20in%20Gaza-v2.pdf
https://www.refugeesinternational.org/reports-briefs/scorecard-israel-fails-to-comply-with-u-s-humanitarian-access-demands-in-gaza/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/11/13/israel-iran-war-news-hamas-gaza-palestine/#link-PG6ZO2SAF5EOHH6OJKR4FYYZVI
https://apnews.com/article/israel-gaza-humanitarian-aid-blinken-austin-887ae388a022215f71309ab6def12103
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