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Situation Update

On August 8™, the Israeli security cabinet approved a significant but limited expansion of the IDF
offensive in Gaza. Although Prime Minister Netanyahu pushed strongly for a complete invasion
followed by an indefinite military occupation, the cabinet only agreed on the initial phase of his
campaign: the IDF takeover of Gaza City, to begin in about 6 weeks. This was largely due to
strong opposition to Netanyahu’s proposal from the IDF, which expressed serious reservations
about the campaign’s risks and argued for pursuing ceasefire negotiations that would free the
remaining hostages.

On August 18th, Hamas reportedly accepted a proposal from Egypt and Qatar for a temporary
ceasefire and partial hostage release that the Israelis had agreed to last month. Netanyahu'’s
position has since changed, and he is now only interested in a comprehensive deal to release
all hostages. The Israeli government is reportedly weighing the current proposal, though
Netanyahu has only approved negotiations on a final agreement that would end the war on
Israel’s terms. Even if Netanyahu agrees to a temporary ceasefire, he has publicly
acknowledged that this would only delay his plans for a full military occupation of Gaza.

The Big Picture

The Netanyahu government’s approval of a military mission that the IDF itself opposed strongly
suggests that the operation’s goals are driven more by political and ideological considerations
than by military necessity. Netanyahu'’s latest conditions for a ceasefire and end to the war
would effectively require a full Hamas surrender, ensuring endless conflict, displacement of the
civilian population, and destruction of the limited remaining infrastructure in Gaza. As
Netanyahu himself has admitted, his long-term ambition is the forced relocation of some 2
million Gazans to southern Gaza, where they will be encouraged to “voluntarily migrate” to other
countries.

This is part of a parallel effort in the West Bank that includes violently expelling Palestinians
from Area C while dramatically increasing settlement growth — including recently announcing
plans to build on E-1, which has long been a red line for the international community. Taken
together, it becomes clear that Netanyahu and his extremist coalition are implementing a
comprehensive plan to advance their messianic vision of creating a Greater Israel while
destroying any hope for a two-state solution.

IDF Opposition to Netanyahu’s Gaza Offensive

The leading voice against Netanyahu’s proposal was Eyal Zamir, his hand-picked choice as IDF
Chief of Staff, who described it as a strategic trap: “Occupying the strip would drag Israel into a
black hole, taking responsibility for 2 million Palestinians, requiring a years-long clearing
operation, exposing soldiers to guerrilla warfare, and most dangerously, endangering hostages.”

jstreet.org/policycenter | 1


https://www.timesofisrael.com/israel-said-reviewing-truce-deal-okayed-by-hamas-despite-pms-seeming-dismissal-of-offer/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-israel-will-conquer-gaza-regardless-of-whether-hamas-accepts-hostage-deal/
https://www.timesofisrael.com/netanyahu-israel-will-conquer-gaza-regardless-of-whether-hamas-accepts-hostage-deal/
https://www.maariv.co.il/news/military/article-1195594
https://www.timesofisrael.com/idf-chief-says-dissent-vital-ahead-of-fateful-meeting-on-gaza-occupation-plan/

In arguing against Netanyahu, Zamir raised several major IDF concerns about the proposed
campaign:

Strateqic futility. Opposition to Netanyahu’s proposal reflects the IDF and security
establishment’'s assessment that Hamas no longer poses a strategic threat to Israel, and
that the costs associated with occupying the Strip far outweigh any benefits. The majority
of living former heads of Israel’s security services described it as a “lie” and a “fantasy”
that Netanyahu’s plan will free the hostages or defeat Hamas, saying it is being pushed
by “messianic zealots” at grave risk to Israel’s security. Just last week, some 600 retired
Israeli security officials sent an open letter to President Trump saying: “It is our
professional judgment that Hamas no longer poses a strategic threat to Israel” and
calling on him to intervene to end the war and return the hostages.

Grave risk to hostages’ lives. A major invasion of Gaza City and the refugee camps in
central Gaza, where the hostages are believed to be held, directly threatens the
hostages’ lives. There is a high likelihood that they would be killed accidentally or
intentionally by Hamas. As Zamir told the security cabinet, “If you approve [the takeover
of Gaza City], you can remove returning the hostages from the list of war aims.”

Significant toll on the IDF. Netanyahu’s plan would initially require calling up 100,000
reservists, at a time when the IDF is already experiencing the lowest reservist turnout
rates since the war began. A full invasion of Gaza City would lead to significant Israeli
casualties, and a prolonged occupation and guerrilla war against Hamas and other
militants would place a massive long-term burden on the IDF.

Responsibility for Civilians in Gaza. The IDF does not want to take responsibility for 2
million Palestinians in the middle of a catastrophic humanitarian crisis, which the leading
global food security monitoring organization just declared a famine, let alone during an
indefinite occupation. As an occupying force under international law, the IDF would be
legally obligated to ensure the welfare of the occupied population, including providing
adequate food, medical care, education and basic public services. The IDF is obviously
not trained or equipped for this type of mission.

Violations of International Law. The IDF’s Chief Legal Advisor, Yifat Tomer-Yerushalmi,
raised serious concerns that a full invasion and extended occupation of Gaza would
result in violations of international law and expose troops to prosecution for war

crimes. Moreover, Israeli legal scholars have made clear that forcibly transferring the
residents of Gaza to a small strip of southern Gaza, with no intention of allowing them to
return, is a war crime. This will only add weight to the growing number of voices,
including prominent Israelis, arguing that the campaign in Gaza already rises to the level
of genocide.
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Public Opposition to Netanyahu’s Plan

Over the weekend, hundreds of thousands of Israelis took to the streets across the country to
oppose Netanyahu’s plan to expand the war. Recent polls show 74% of Israelis, including 60%
of those who voted for Netanyahu in the previous elections, support an agreement with Hamas
that would release all the hostages at once in exchange for an end to the Gaza war.

Further damage to Israel’s global standing

The most powerful regional actors have already issued strong condemnations of Israel’s plan to
fully invade and occupy Gaza. Saudi Arabia’s cabinet described it as a plan for “continuation of
a crime of starvation and ethnic cleansing.” Egypt’'s Foreign Minister called Israel’s campaign in
Gaza a “systematic genocide.”

This follows unprecedented steps to rebuke the Netanyahu government by countries that have
historically supported Israel, including the announcements by France, the UK, Canada, and
Australia to recognize a Palestinian state at the UNGA in September and Germany’s decision to
cut off its export of arms that could be used in Gaza.

Netanyahu’s Conditions for Ending the War

On August 9", Netanyahu'’s security cabinet |aid out five conditions for ending the war: Hamas
disarms and releases all hostages, Gaza is demilitarized, Israel retains overall security control,
and responsibility for governing Gaza is transitioned to a civilian administration that excludes
Hamas and the PA. Because this would effectively require a complete surrender by Hamas, it is
a recipe for a forever war.

The Arab League’s most recent policy pronouncement called on Hamas to disarm and release
all the hostages, and they should apply all possible pressure to get Hamas to comply. But
Hamas has repeatedly made clear they will not disarm and release all the hostages without
guarantees that the war will end, which Netanyahu has refused to provide. And it is not clear
how Gaza could be demilitarized, given the sheer number of weapons and armed groups and
clans, including some openly supported by Israel.

Most tellingly, Netanyahu said that he would only transition responsibility for governing Gaza to
an alternative civilian administration that expressly did not include the Palestinian Authority.
While the Arab League plan calls for a regional peacekeeping force and an interim technocratic
government, they will only participate in post-war governance, security and reconstruction
efforts with PA support. Excluding the PA would therefore mean that the IDF remained the de
facto governing authority indefinitely, which suggests that the plan may be for there not to be
many Gazans left to govern.

Netanyahu’s Long-Term Intentions in Gaza

Netanyahu has recently changed his rhetoric about his long-term intentions in Gaza, likely in
order to relieve international pressure, recently telling Fox News, “We are not occupiers. We
want to remove Hamas from there, but we don’t want to keep it... We don’t want to govern it.”
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However, the overall policy objective of driving as many Gazans as possible out as part of the
“Trump Plan” appears unchanged. In fact, on August 14", Netanyahu said Israel was conducting
talks with several countries, reportedly including South Sudan, Somaliland, Libya and Indonesia,
offering significant compensation for taking in large numbers of Gazans.

The Gaza City offensive will require the evacuation of some 1 million civilians, who would be
pushed to temporary housing in the south. The next phase of Netanyahu’s plan would involve
the invasion of Deir al-Balah and the refugee camps in central Gaza, which would drive another
600,000 Gazans south. Even if they were ever allowed to return, the military operations would
destroy most remaining structures.

It is not clear where the Israelis plan to put nearly 1.5 million displaced civilians. Defense
Minister Katz has advocated for creating a “humanitarian city” near Rafah where hundreds of
thousands of civilians would be housed temporarily — but not allowed to leave, unless they left
Gaza permanently.

De Facto Annexation of the West Bank

It is important to understand the Gaza offensive’s objectives in the overall context of a
comprehensive effort to forcibly remove Palestinians from Area C, which comprises some 60%
of the West Bank.

Settler violence targeting Palestinian communities has reached unprecedented levels, often with
at least the tacit approval of the IDF. Settlement expansion is at a historic high, and on August
14th, Israel announced plans to build 3,000 new settlement units on a parcel of land known as
E-1. This has long been a red line for the possibility of a two-state solution, because it would
permanently divide the West Bank and make a contiguous Palestinian state impossible. As
Israeli Finance Minister Smotrich said, the point is to “bury the idea of a Palestinian state.”

When considered alongside Israel’'s ongoing effort to drive Palestinians out of Gaza, it becomes
clear that Netanyahu and the extremists in his coalition are operationalizing their goal of
creating Greater Israel and destroying all prospects for a two-state solution.
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