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ALL SUMMIT EVENTS ARE OFF-THE-RECORD​
None of the proceedings should be recorded for public release of any kind, including transcribing, or posting audio 
or video files. You can use social media to acknowledge your presence at the Summit, but you may not divulge 
speaker names or attribute quotes or content to them. For social media purposes during Advocacy Day, you can 
acknowledge that you met with a Member of Congress by name or post a picture of yourself with that Member only 
with the explicit permission of the Member or their staff. You may not attribute a quote to that Member or otherwise 
summarize what they said in the meeting on social media. Likewise, you may not speak to the media about the fact 
of the meetings, or any content discussed. 



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
​ ​ ​  

11:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

RAC Meeting  

| Horne​  
 

12:00 - 5:00 PM​​
Summit Attendee Check-in & Registration 

2026 Convention Registration 

| Logan Prefunction​  

This is your moment! Register today for the J Street 2026 Convention - our biggest event in years. Stop by the 
Convention Registration Table to claim the steepest discount available to leaders, grab exclusive merch and 
lock in your spot - we’ll get you signed up in no time!​ ​  

 
1:00 - 4:00 PM​   

Book Sale: Featured Summit Authors 

●​ Tomorrow is Yesterday: Life, Death, and the Pursuit of Peace in Israel/Palestine by Robert 
Malley 

●​ Why Fascists Fear Teachers by Randi Weingarten 

 | Politics & Prose Table, Logan Prefunction 

 

1:00 - 2:15 PM​ ​ ​
BREAKOUTS | STRATEGY SESSIONS 

J Street as the Mainstream of the Democratic Party: Where is the 50-Yard Line?  

 | Shaw 

It’s clear that the American electorate is increasingly divided not only over issues like the Israel-Gaza war, 
but also along demographic lines. At the same time, the old playbook for winning campaigns is growing 
stale and outdated, with increasing pressure to both create memorable moments and maintain specific 
ideologies. In this session, we’ll discuss the impacts our issues are having on political campaigns in the 
2026 election cycle. What lessons can we learn from races like the NYC mayoral primary? More 
importantly, can they be applied to the races Democrats need to win to regain majorities in the House 
and Senate?  

CONVERSATION:  

​ Lexi Goldwyn, Deputy Political Director, J Street 

Jessica Knight Henry, Deputy Executive Director + Chief Diversity and Inclusion Officer, DSCC 

Ammar Campa-Najjar, Candidate for U.S. House, California 48th District  
 

 

 

 



Creating a Political Horizon and Reimagining the Future, Together 
| Lincoln 

This moment of war threatens not only lives, but also our belief that change is possible. Yet without a 
bold political vision, there can be no rebuilding in Gaza, no safety for Israelis and no dignity for 
Palestinians. This session will explore pragmatic, forward-looking frameworks that move beyond failed 
politics to create a shared political horizon for two sovereign states – Israel and Palestine – and a future 
that is bound by shared interests. Hear how Israeli and Palestinian leaders are reimagining possibilities for 
peace, not as utopia, but as a viable path out of conflict and toward a just future for all. 

MODERATOR: 

​ Adina Vogel Ayalon, Vice President and Chief of Staff​  
PRESENTERS:  

Adv. May Pundak, Israeli Co-Director, A Land for All - Two States One Homeland  

Dr. Rula Hardal, Co-CEO, A Land for All - Two States One Homeland  

Rawan Odeh, Phoenix Co-Architect, New Story Leadership 

Josh Drill, AI Portfolio Manager, Phoenix Framework 

 

Word on the Street LIVE comes to the National Summit: Open Mic with Jeremy   
| Howard 

One of the unique opportunities at the National Leadership Summit is spending time with J Street 
President Jeremy Ben-Ami. It's a chance to ask questions, share thoughts, explore organizational 
strategy, dig into specific positions and gain insights into the priorities and new initiatives that the 
movement will be pursuing. Come prepared with your questions and ideas. 

PRESENTER:  

Jeremy Ben-Ami, President, J Street 

​ ​ ​  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2:30 - 3:45 PM 

BREAKOUTS | STRATEGY SESSIONS​  

The Policy Center Presents: The Geopolitics of the Arab World 

| Shaw  

As the world’s attention shifts between Gaza and Iran, the rest of the region continues to undergo rapid 
change. In Syria, the dictatorship of Bashar al-Assad was toppled and replaced by a new interim 
government that has committed to stable relations with its neighbors. In Lebanon, Hezbollah has been 
significantly diminished by the Israeli military, and the Lebanese people recently elected new leadership 
that is also committed to Israel-Lebanon stability. Meanwhile, Iran-backed militias in Iraq and Yemen 
continue to undermine regional security, and Saudi Arabia is accelerating towards regional hegemony 
and warmer relations with the West. To discuss the evolving geopolitical landscape of the wider Arab 
world, the J Street Policy Center will host three former US government officials who served in the Middle 
East. 

MODERATOR: 

Ilan Goldenberg, Senior Vice President and Chief Policy Officer, J Street 

PRESENTERS:  

Jen Gavito, Policy Expert, J Street 

Mona Yacoubian, Senior Advisor and Director, Middle East Program, Center for Strategic and 
International Studies 

Daniel Benaim, Associate Fellow, Middle East Institute  

 

Making the Ask (or Setting Up Someone Who Will!) 

| Lincoln 

Your chapter has brought in new people, you’ve cultivated relationships and now it’s time for the next 
step: asking them explicitly to support J Street financially. Whether you’re ready to make the ask yourself, 
or want to tee up another leader or staff member to do it, this session will give you the tools to make it 
happen. We’ll demystify what it means to “make an ask,” share real-life examples of successful 
fundraising conversations and show how anyone – regardless of experience – can play a critical role. If 
you’re ready to level up your fundraising game or want to be the ultimate wing-person for someone else’s 
ask, this session is for you. 

PRESENTERS: 
Ben Linder, Board Member, J Street 

David Bubis, LA Chapter Co-Chair, J Street 

Trevor Dworetz, Regional Director for the Mid-Atlantic and Florida, J Street 

Noah Finkelstein, Midwest Regional Director, J Street 

 

Political Chairs Meeting 

 | Howard 

 

Synagogue Liaisons Meeting  

| Morton  

​  



4:00 - 5:15 PM 

Off the Record with Barak Ravid: Perspectives from a Leading Israeli Journalist on the Middle East 
and US-Israel Relations 
 | Horne (invite-only) 

Barak Ravid draws on his extensive reporting to analyze the Israel-Hamas war, regional developments 
and the future of US-Israel ties. Please note that this is a closed session for members of J Street's 
National Advisory Council, Board and Policy Center Advisory Council. 
​ PRESENTER: 

​ Barak Ravid, Political Correspondent, Axios 

 

Trivial Pursuit: Mingling with New Friends J Street Edition  

| Lobby Bar  

​  

5:30 - 7:00 PM​ ​ ​
Welcome Dinner ​
| Yardbird (901 New York Ave NW) 

J Street will host a Welcome Dinner to kick off our National Leadership Summit. A full reception-style 
dinner will be served. The restaurant is about 0.2 miles from the hotel. Transportation will NOT be 
provided from the Courtyard Marriott hotel to the restaurant. 

​ REMARKS: 

​ Jeremy Ben-Ami, President, J Street 

Yehuda Cohen, father of Israeli hostage Nimrod Cohen 

 

​  

7:30 - 10:00 PM​​ ​
Film Screening: Holding Liat​
| Shaw  

Join us for a special screening of Holding Liat, a gripping 2025 documentary directed by Brandon Kramer 
and produced by Darren Aronofsky. The film follows the story of Liat Beinin Atzili, an Israeli-American 
woman kidnapped with her husband during the October 7 attacks, and the emotional journey of her 
family as they confront the personal and political complexities of fighting for her release. Holding Liat 
premiered at the 75th Berlin International Film Festival, where it won the Berlinale Documentary Film 
Award. The screening will be followed by a group discussion. 
​ REMARKS: 
​ Sam Berkman, National Director of Communal Relations, J Street 
​ Lance Kramer, Producer, Holding Liat 
​ Libby Lenkinski, Founder and President, Albi 
 
 
 
 
 



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
​  

7:30 AM - 6:00 PM 

Summit Attendee Check-in & Registration 

2026 Convention Registration​
| Logan Prefunction​  
This is your moment! Register today for the J Street 2026 Convention – our biggest event in years. Stop by the 
Convention Registration Table to claim the steepest discount available to leaders, grab exclusive merch and 
lock in your spot – we’ll get you signed up in no time!​  
​  

7:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

Book Sale: Featured Summit Authors 

●​ Tomorrow is Yesterday: Life, Death, and the Pursuit of Peace in Israel/Palestine by Robert 
Malley 

●​ Why Fascists Fear Teachers by Randi Weingarten 

 | Politics & Prose Table, Logan Prefunction 

​  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7:30 - 8:30 AM​ ​ ​
Breakfast and Senior Staff Roundtables ​
| Shaw  

Join J Street Senior Staff for informal discussions to hear about their work. 
Adee Telem, Chief Development Officer & Gal Peleg, VP of Engagement  

Growing our Movement​
 

Sam Berkman, Nat’l Dir of Communal Relations 

Pressure and Partnership with the Organized Jewish Community in the Trump Era 

 

Erin Beiner, J Street U Director 

Responding to Attacks on Higher Education 

 

Lexi Goldwyn, Deputy Political Director 

J Street's Political Work in 2026 

 

Kate Press, Chief Operations Officer & Eric Carvalho Gabriel, VP of Finance and Accounting 
Meet & Greet w/ J Street's COO & J Street's new VP of Finance and Accounting - come ask any 

operating question you may have! 

Hannah Morris, VP of Government Affairs, Cooper Boyar, Dir of Public Affairs & Lily Adelstein, 
Deputy Dir of Government Affairs 

Members We're Moving  

 

Adina Vogel Ayalon, VP & Chief of Staff & Ilan Goldenberg, Senior VP & Chief Policy Officer 

Leveraging the Policy Center to Advance Our Work 

 

Nate Wolfson, Director of Communications Operations & Jessica Blum, Digital Director 
Tailoring Messages to a Digital Audience 

 

Nadav Tamir, Exec Dir J Street Israel & Ben Linder, J Street Board Member 

The West Bank Post Oct 7 - Focus on Masafer Yatta  

 

Randi Weingarten Book Talk: Why Fascists Fear Teachers 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



8:30 - 10:00 AM​ 
Opening Plenary: Reality Check – Israel, the Region and the Politicization of Antisemitism  
| Shaw  
As we open this year’s Fall National Leadership Summit, we’ll take a hard look at the political and moral 
crossroads we face – both in Israel and the United States. We will examine the state of affairs in Israel, 
Palestine and the Middle East with a panel of policymakers that recently returned from a Len Hill 
Education Fund Program delegation to the region. As the war in Gaza grinds on with devastating 
humanitarian consequences and growing regional instability, they’ll reflect on what they saw, what’s at 
stake there and in the broader region and how US policy can help shape a new reality – one that 
challenges the extremism of the Netanyahu government and prioritizes peace, safety, accountability and 
human rights.  
 
Extremism in the US has also reached new heights, as the politicization of antisemitism has taken new 
and dangerous forms. A second panel will examine how Trump-aligned forces are weaponizing the fight 
against antisemitism to silence criticism of Israeli policy, crack down on student dissent and drive 
wedges within the Democratic Party. Together, we’ll consider the role of the Jewish community and its 
institutions in standing up to this agenda and simultaneously protecting Jews while fighting for a 
democracy that protects free speech and safeguards the rights of minorities. 

SUMMIT OPENING: 

 Peter Frey, Chair, Board of Directors, J Street 
PANEL DISCUSSION:  

Ilan Goldenberg, Senior Vice President and Chief Policy Officer, J Street 

Dr. Philip Gordon, Sydney Stein Jr. Scholar, Brookings Institution 
Casey Redmon, Founder, Rimrock Strategies 

REMARKS:  

Dr. Patricia Gordon, Board Member, J Street 
CONVERSATION: 

Rep. Jamie Raskin, US House of Representatives 
Jeremy Ben-Ami, President, J Street 

PANEL DISCUSSION:  

Sam Berkman, National Director of Communal Relations 

Randi Weingarten, Vice Chair, J Street Board of Directors 
Rabbi Jonah Pesner, Director, Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism  
Meirav Solomon, National Board President, J Street U 
CLOSING REMARKS: 

Jeremy Ben-Ami, President, J Street 

 

 

 

​  

 

 

 

 



10:15 - 11:30 AM 

BREAKOUTS | STRATEGY SESSIONS 

The Policy Center Presents: The State of Palestinian Politics and Public Opinion 

| Shaw 

As a result of the Gaza War and continued volatility in the West Bank, Palestinian politics and public 
opinion are as fractured as ever. The occupied Palestinian territories remain sharply divided. Hamas’ 
popularity is declining in Gaza, but remains steady in the West Bank, and the Palestinian Authority 
continues to have minimal credibility among Palestinians in both the West Bank and Gaza. PA Chairman 
Mahmoud Abbas is aging, succession plans are uncertain and Palestinian unity remains elusive. The 
Palestinian people are suffering from a lack of accountable leadership that truly reflects their national 
aspirations, serves their interests and meets their daily needs. To discuss the tenuous state of Palestinian 
politics and public opinion within Palestinian society, the J Street Policy Center will host two Palestinian 
analysts and the former US special representative for Palestinian affairs. 

MODERATOR: 

Avraham Spraragen, Policy Associate, J Street 

PRESENTERS:  

Hady Amr, Nonresident Senior Fellow, Center for Middle East Policy, Brookings 

Rawan Odeh, Phoenix Co-Architect, New Story Leadership 

Khalil Sayegh, Executive Director, Agora Initiative  

 

Navigating J Street with Jeremy Ben-Ami  

| Lincoln  

Join J Street President Jeremy Ben-Ami for an introduction to our mission and impact as the leading 
pro-Israel, pro-peace organization in the United States. This comprehensive session explores J Street’s 
work – from political advocacy and strategic engagement to grassroots activism and community building. 
Learn how we build influence, drive change and empower supporters like you to help shape a just, 
democratic future for both Israelis and Palestinians. 

PRESENTER:  

Jeremy Ben-Ami, President, J Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This Moment in Israeli Politics  

| Howard 

Through the attempted judicial overhaul to the horrors of the October 7 attacks and nearly two years of 
war, Prime Minister Netanyahu and his government have clung to power. Mounting tensions with 
ultra-Orthodox parties now leave the coalition more fragile than ever. For nearly two years, a majority of 
Israelis have expressed a desire for a change in government. With growing awareness of the devastation 
in Gaza and louder calls for an immediate end to the war, the demand for change is reaching a new 
intensity. What challenges lie ahead for this government when the Knesset returns from summer recess? 
What are the real prospects for change – and who could lead it? This session will dive into the current 
volatile political landscape in Israel and what may come next. 

MODERATOR: 

Nadav Tamir, Executive Director, J Street Israel  

PRESENTERS:  

Dr. Dahlia Scheindlin, Israeli Political Analyst 

Aluf Benn, Editor-in-chief, Haaretz 

Omer Lubaton Granot, CEO, The Israeli Democrats Party  

Ksenia Svetlova, Executive Director, ROPES 

 

Reckoning with the Failure of the Peace Process 

| Morton 

Hamas’ brutal massacre of over 1,200 Israelis on October 7 and Israel’s decimation of Gaza in the 
subsequent war mark the lowest point in a decades-long US effort to broker a two-state solution. In his 
recently released book, Tomorrow is Yesterday, Robert Malley, along with his Palestinian co-author 
Hussein Agha, draws on his decades of experience working on the Israeli-Palestinian peace process, 
offering a candid and unsettling account of how the hopes of Oslo evolved into today’s horrors. Malley 
joins us today alongside the former US Special Envoy for Middle East Peace, Frank Lowenstein, to reflect 
on why past efforts fell short and how the US can act as a more effective broker in the wake of the Gaza 
War. 

CONVERSATION: 

Robert Malley, Lecturer and Senior Fellow, Yale University 

Frank Lowenstein, Policy Fellow, J Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Growing and Sustaining our Pro-Peace Campus Movement  

 | Horne​ 
Join us for an update on J Street U's critical work fostering nuanced, pro-peace dialogue on college 
campuses nationwide. As political polarization intensifies and the new administration's policies take 
shape, J Street U has emerged as a vital voice for nuance and empathy. This session will explore how 
we're cultivating thoughtful student leaders who can navigate complex conversations, build inclusive 
coalitions and advance pro-peace advocacy even in challenging political environments. We'll share 
insights from our recent campus organizing efforts and discuss how J Street U is expanding its reach to 
new universities and communities. 

CONVERSATION: 

​ Erin Beiner, Director of J Street U, J Street 

Ellie Sweet, Student, J Street U 

​  

11:45 AM -1:00 PM 
Lunch 
| Seating available in Howard, Morton, Horne 
 
Finance Committee Lunch 
| Shaw B 
The Finance Committee is invited to an exclusive lunch featuring a discussion with JB Poersch, Executive 
Director of the Senate Majority PAC. We will talk about current events, the political environment and the 
path to a blue Senate. 
 
Meet the Authors: Robert Malley & Randi Weingarten - Book Signing 
 | Logan Prefunction 
​ ​ ​ ​  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1:15 - 2:30 PM ​​  

BREAKOUTS | STRATEGY SESSIONS 

Bridging Divides, Healing Lives: People-to-People Peacebuilding Amid War 

| Shaw 

​​In the face of deepening violence, political paralysis and widespread despair, the prospects for 
peacebuilding can feel increasingly distant. Even in this moment of war, courageous Israeli and 
Palestinian peacebuilders are working directly with one another, seeking to cultivate the human 
connections that sustain hope for peace, collaboratively working to meet urgent humanitarian needs in 
Gaza, while also fostering relationships that can carry forward into a just and lasting future. This session 
will spotlight powerful people-to-people initiatives that are bridging divides, easing suffering and creating 
the trust and infrastructure necessary for long-term peace while addressing the most urgent needs of the 
people on the ground. Join us to learn how these leaders are navigating today’s war-torn reality and why 
they remain committed to working together to build a shared future. 

MODERATOR: 

Larry Garber, Policy Fellow, J Street  

PRESENTERS:  

Tehila Wenger, Deputy Director, Geneva Initiative - Israel 

Amb. Daniel Shek, Member of the Board, Track II Environmental Forum 

Wasim Almasri, Director of Programs, The Alliance for Middle East Peace 
H.E. Tahani Abu Daqqa, Program Manager - Jumpstarting Hope in Gaza, Damour for 
Community Development 

 

Navigating Tough Conversations as a J Street Leader 

 | Lincoln  

As leaders and messengers for J Street, you're often on the frontlines of challenging conversations – with 
allies, skeptics and critics alike. This session will equip you with the tools to communicate J Street’s 
positions and values with confidence, clarity and nuance. Together, we’ll tackle some of the toughest 
frequently asked questions, explore what it means to be an effective leader within J Street’s wide and 
diverse tent and share practical strategies for using your voice and platforms to advance our mission. 
You’ll leave better prepared to engage others, represent the movement and shape the conversation in 
your communities. 
​ PRESENTERS: 

​ Nate Wolfson, Director of Communications Operations, J Street 

​ Noah H. Bunzl, J Street New Jersey Chapter  

​ Adina Vogel Ayalon, Vice President and Chief of Staff, J Street 

​ Ilan Goldenberg, Senior Vice President and Chief Policy Officer, J Street 

​ Adam Steinberg, Director for the West Coast, J Street 

 

 

 

 

 



The Road to the Majority 

| Howard 

Just over a year out from the 2026 midterms, the battlefield has already taken shape. After tough losses 
in 2024, Democrats now face a strong window of opportunity to reclaim ground. In this session, we’ll 
discuss where key races are developing and how national trends, redistricting shifts and demographic 
changes are reshaping the fight for control. We’ll dig into both offensive and defensive priorities, explore 
the ingredients of a winning coalition and examine how our movement can help power the campaigns 
that will define this critical cycle. 
​ CONVERSATION: 

​ Brooke Butler, National Political Director, DCCC 

​ Jess Blum, Digital Director, J Street 

 

Torah, Tikkun and Turnout: Organizing Within Synagogue Communities 

| Morton 

Synagogues are the most time-efficient and effective place to find people who care about Israel, are J 
Street-aligned and may engage in our work. As an organization, there is a lot of potential to grow our 
movement and reshape our communities by organizing strategically within these communities. This 
session will explore: 

●​ Organizing best practices for developing relationships at a new temple or strengthening those 
at an old one. 

●​ How to get buy-in for and set up effective synagogue events and post-event follow-ups.  
●​ How to work with clergy effectively in the process. 
●​ How to address challenges, such as working in temples that "don't partner with" us or have 

very vocal opponents to us, and designing events to accomplish organizing and development 
goals, in addition to educational goals. 

PRESENTERS:  
​ Janette Hillis-Jaffe, Regional Director for New England and the Midwest 

​ Neil Silverston, Massachusetts 

Elaine Landes, Massachusetts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Long-term Advocacy to Address West Bank Violence Prevention in a Republican Held Congress 

 | Horne 

As settler violence escalates – taking the lives of two Americans in recent months – J Street is working 
with congressional partners to ensure that extremist actors face real consequences. With Trump’s 
rescission of Biden’s executive order sanctioning violent settlers on day one of his administration, it's 
critical to build durable, long-term strategies to advance accountability, even in a Republican-held 
Congress. This session will explore how J Street is elevating the West Bank Violence Prevention Act this 
Congress. What are the most effective ways to engage Congress? How do we shift the political 
narrative? And how can region-based organizing help us reach key targets? Join us for a hands-on 
strategy session to help shape J Street advocacy. 
​ PRESENTERS:  

​ Lily Adelstein, J Street Deputy Director of Government Affairs 

Aaron Weinberg, Senior Foreign Policy Advisor/ Executive Director, Rep. Jerry Nadler (NY-12)/ 
Congressional Jewish Caucus 

Elisa Ewers, Visiting Senior Scholar, RAND 

 
2:45 - 4:15 PM               
Afternoon Plenary: Global Stakes, Local Fights – Confronting Extremism & Restoring Democratic 
Values | Shaw  
In the US, Israel and around the world, the foundations of democracy are under assault—from 
authoritarian leaders, rising extremism and democratic institutions under siege. In this plenary, we’ll hear 
from Israeli leaders fighting to restore values and democratic norms in Israel and pushing back against 
the extremism of the Netanyahu government. They will discuss their work to reclaim Israel’s founding 
vision as a just, democratic state – a nation that strives to serve as a moral beacon rather than an 
international outlier and aggressor. 
 
Here at home, Members of Congress are striving to lead with principle from the minority, attempting to 
hold the line as the executive branch increasingly undermines constitutional checks and balances. In the 
face of growing pressure and political risk, they are speaking out with clarity on US policy in the region – 
and defending core democratic values at home. We will examine what it takes to fight back against the 
rising threat of Trumpism in the United States. And as we head into a pivotal election year, we’ll discuss 
how we can mobilize pro-democracy constituencies to meet this moment and galvanize the political will 
needed to safeguard democracy on both sides of the ocean.​  

​ OPENING REMARKS 
​ Jeremy Ben-Ami, President, J Street 
​ CONVERSATION: 
​ Maj. Gen. (res.) Yair Golan, Leader, The Democrats Party 
​ Aluf Benn, Editor-in-Chief, Haaretz 
​ CONVERSATION: 
​ Hannah Morris, Vice President of Government Affairs, J Street 
​ Sen. Brian Schatz, US Senator, Hawai’i 

PANEL DISCUSSION:  

Tali deGroot, Vice President of Political and Digital Strategy, J Street 
Rep. Gregorio Casar, US House of Representatives 
Jennifer Rubin, Editor in Chief, The Contrarian 



 
4:45 - 5:45 PM              
ADVOCACY DAY TRAINING (mandatory for Advocacy Day participants) 

Advocacy Day Training ​

| Shaw 

J Street Board Advocacy Day Training ​

| Horne 

​  
6:00 - 7:00 PM​  
PAC Event 
| Liberty Lounge, 1st Floor Courtyard Marriott (separately ticketed) 
The evening will feature Senator Sherrod Brown, who recently announced his comeback bid against GOP 
incumbent appointee Jon Husted. Sherrod, a longtime J Street champion and one of our strongest allies 
on Capitol Hill, has turned the Ohio Senate race into one of the most competitive red-to-blue 
opportunities of the cycle. If there’s any path to retaking a pro-peace, Democratic majority in the Senate, 
it’s reliant on Sherrod’s victory. 

 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
​ ​
 
7:00 - 8:30 AM   
Grab & Go Breakfast 
| Logan Prefunction 

 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM        
Advocacy Day Meetings (individual schedules vary)  
| Capitol Hill 
 

Advocacy Day Luggage Storage  

| United Methodist Building, 100 Maryland Ave NE 

During Advocacy Day, J Street staff will be on hand to facilitate luggage storage at the United Methodist 
Building (100 Maryland Ave NE), right on the Capitol campus, from 8am - 4pm. Please note that 
Advocacy Day participants are responsible for dropping off and picking up their luggage. Luggage must 
be picked up by 4pm. 
​  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About our Speakers 
 
H.E. Tahani Abu Daqqa, a Palestinian entrepreneur and former Minister of Youth and Sports (2007–2009) 
and Minister of Culture (2008) in the Palestinian Authority, has spent over 40 years championing 
peacebuilding and women’s empowerment in Palestine. A pioneer in community resilience, she launched 
the first greenhouse project in Gaza, spearheaded initiatives to uplift local women and advanced 
renewable energy solutions by installing solar panels to counter Gaza’s chronic power shortages. Her 
lifelong work has combined innovation with a steadfast commitment to social justice, ensuring that women 
and youth have the tools to lead and thrive even amid conflict. Despite the destruction of many of her 
achievements during the ongoing war, Ms. Abu Daqqa remains undeterred. She is currently leading the 
initiative Jumpstarting Hope in Gaza (JHG), providing displaced families with dignified shelter and laying 
the foundation for recovery through sustainable, community-driven solutions. 
 
Wasim Almasri is a third-generation Palestinian refugee, raised between Lebanon, Syria and Gaza, and 
now based in the United States. He studied Information Technology in Chicago and earned a degree in 
Public Policy from Al-Quds University in Ramallah, with a focus on governance and institutional 
development. With over a decade of experience in civil society and cross-border peacebuilding, he began 
his career with the International Committee of the Red Cross in Gaza, later leading democracy and 
transparency initiatives in Ramallah. He served as Director of Communications at the OneVoice Movement 
before joining the Alliance for Middle East Peace (ALLMEP), where he currently leads programs that 
center grassroots resilience, regional cooperation and international partnerships for peace. 
 
Hady Amr is a nonresident senior fellow in the Center for Middle East Policy at the Foreign Policy program 
at Brookings. He most recently served as US special representative for Palestinian affairs from 2022-2025, 
and as deputy assistant secretary of state for near Eastern affairs from 2021 to 2022. Prior to that, Hady 
served on the Biden-Harris Transition Team where he focused on the Middle East and the US Office of 
Foreign Assistance. He also served at the State Department from 2013-2017 on Secretary of State John 
Kerry’s small team working on Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, including as deputy special envoy for 
economics and Gaza. And from 2010-2013, he served as deputy assistant administrator for the Middle 
East at the United States Agency for International Development. 
 
Daniel Benaim is a fellow at the Middle East Institute and advises select clients on geopolitical issues and 
executive communications. He previously served as the senior State Department official responsible for 
the Gulf states and as senior national security speechwriter to the President. As Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for the Arabian Peninsula from 2021-2025, he took part in a range of initiatives, 
including diplomacy to end regional wars, efforts to bring jailed Americans home safely, the evacuation of 
almost 100,000 Afghan allies through the Gulf, arms sales, semiconductor exports, commercial diplomacy 
and competition with China in the Middle East. Daniel has served multiple stints at the White House, State 
Department and US Senate, as well as US think tanks and universities, and is published in Foreign Affairs 
and the New York Times. He is a lifetime member of the Council on Foreign Relations.  
 
 
 
 



Jeremy Ben-Ami is the President of J Street, bringing to the role both deep experience in American 
politics and government and a passionate commitment to the state of Israel. Ben-Ami’s family connection 
to Israel goes back 140 years to the first aliyah when his great-grandparents were among the first settlers 
in Petah Tikva. His political resume includes serving in the mid-1990s as the Deputy Domestic Policy 
Advisor in the White House to President Bill Clinton and working on seven Presidential campaigns.  
 
Aluf Benn, a veteran journalist with four decades of experience, has been the editor-in-chief of Haaretz 
since 2011. Having previously served as the paper’s diplomatic correspondent covering war, peace and 
politics, he devoted his career to exposing government wrongdoing and corruption, standing for civil 
liberties and fighting censorship. 
 
Senator Sherrod Brown is a Democratic politician who served as a US Senator from Ohio from January 
2007 until January 2025. Born in Mansfield, Ohio, he has a diverse background, including a Bachelor’s 
degree in Russian studies from Yale University and a Master’s degree in education and public 
administration from The Ohio State University. Brown began his political career as an Ohio state 
representative in 1974 and later served as Ohio's Secretary of State and as a member of the US House of 
Representatives. Throughout his Senate career, Brown was known for his liberal and progressive stances, 
advocating for issues such as abortion rights, gun control, fair trade and healthcare reform. He played a 
significant role in opposing free trade agreements that he believed could harm local economies. Brown 
was also an active member of various Senate committees, including serving as chair of the Senate 
Banking Committee. He faced a competitive and costly re-election campaign in 2024 but ultimately lost to 
Republican Bernie Moreno. 

David Bubis worked as a fundraising professional for over 40 years, both inside and outside of the Jewish 
community. After long stints at three different Jewish Federations, a nationally recognized museum and a 
variety of social service and legal aid organizations, David is now enjoying retirement from full-time 
employment and living in Los Angeles. During his career, David successfully directed over $130 million in 
annual fundraising campaigns, planned and launched a $108 million endowment effort and completed a 
$126 million capital campaign. Working in three major communities, David also has extensive expertise in 
cause marketing and social entrepreneurial strategies, which led in many cases to significant earned 
income for strained non-profit budgets. David also lived, studied and worked in Israel for over two years, 
and has a deep knowledge and understanding of the challenges and dynamics of the Jewish state and the 
Middle East. 

Noah Bunzl spent two formative years in Israel (3rd and 10th grade) attending Israeli schools for both 
years. Noah has been an active writer and thought leader on Israel and peace-related issues for many 
years, and he is active with the New Jersey chapter of J Street. Outside of J Street, Noah is a practicing 
attorney in New York City. 

 

 

 



Ammar Campa-Najjar is running for election to the U.S. House to represent California's 48th 
Congressional District. He declared candidacy for the 2026 election. Campa-Najjar worked on Barack 
Obama's presidential re-election campaign as a deputy regional field director before joining the Obama 
administration in the Executive Office of the President. He worked at the United States Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce as a communications and marketing director and for the U.S. Department of Labor as a 
public affairs officer. He also founded ACN Strategies. Campa-Najjar graduated from San Diego State 
University. 

Rep. Gregorio Casar represents Texas’s 35th Congressional District, stretching from East Austin through 
Hays County to San Antonio’s West Side. Sworn in in January 2023, he chairs the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus, leading over 100 members advancing progressive priorities nationwide. The son of 
Mexican immigrants and a former labor organizer, Casar is fighting to raise wages, expand immigrant 
rights, restore abortion and voting rights, protect veterans and seniors and address the climate crisis. 
Before Congress, he served seven years on the Austin City Council, where he passed landmark measures 
such as renter protections, affordable housing programs and paid sick leave ordinances in Austin, Dallas 
and San Antonio. In his first term in the House, Casar helped secure the first-ever federal heat rule, 
protecting over 30 million workers from extreme heat, and authored legislation to connect Texas’s grid to 
neighboring systems, cutting costs and preventing future blackouts. 

Yehuda Cohen is the father of Israeli hostage soldier Nimrod Cohen. Together with his wife Viki, he has 
been fighting for nearly two years for Nimrod's release from the hands of Hamas terrorists. His struggle is 
not only against Hamas, but also against the Israeli government – specifically Netanyahu – whose political 
and personal interests stand in the way.  

Josh Drill is a peace builder and Master’s student in Strategic Communications at Columbia University. 
He co-authored The Phoenix Framework, an Israeli-Palestinian plan for reconciliation and peace, and 
spoke at the “It’s Time” mass peace event at the Menora Mivtachim Arena in Tel Aviv on July 1, 2024. 
Josh is an AI Portfolio Manager and is passionate about leveraging media and AI to advance peace 
between Israelis and Palestinians. 

Elisa Ewers is a Former Adjunct Senior Fellow with the Middle East Security program at the Center for a 
New American Security (CNAS), with 20 years of experience in U.S. national security and foreign policy. 
Her commentary has appeared in such outlets as The Washington Post, Newsweek, Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign Policy, War on the Rocks, BBC, CNN, The National Interest, and XM Radio. She is also on the 
adjunct faculty at Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies. She served in both 
the Obama and George W. Bush administrations, in senior positions including Director for the Middle 
East and North Africa on the National Security Council; Senior Policy Advisor to the U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations; Advisor to the Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs; Chief of Staff to the 
Secretary’s Special Representatives for Iraq and for South West Asia; Senior Advisor to the Assistant 
Secretary for Near East Affairs; and Senior Advisor embedded with a Department of Defense planning 
team. Her service also included a 21 month assignment in Iraq. Elisa's public service culminated in 
selection as a Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense. Prior to her time in government, she worked for 
almost a decade in the private sector. Elisa also is on the board of directors of the Navy Marine Corps 
Relief Society. 



 
Larry Garber is a J Street Policy Fellow and an adjunct professor at George Washington University and 
the University of Denver. He served as a senior official at USAID for more than 15 years, including as 
Mission Director of the West Bank-Gaza mission from 1999-2004. From 2004-2009, Larry was Chief 
Executive Officer of the New Israel Fund, which supports programs in Israel to advance civil rights and 
social justice. Larry is also a well-recognized international development and comparative elections expert. 
Over the course of four decades, he has observed elections in more than 30 countries, including 
Palestinian elections in 2005, 2006 and 2022. 
 
Jennifer Gavito is a nonresident senior fellow with the Scowcroft Middle East Security Initiative at the 
Atlantic Council. She is also a Senior Advisor at the Cohen Group, where she co-leads the firm’s Middle 
East practice. She has over 25 years of diplomatic experience across Washington, the Middle East and 
Europe, serving most recently as acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern 
Affairs and as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Iraq, Iran and public diplomacy. Before retiring in 2024, 
Gavito was nominated as US ambassador to Libya. She has served in diplomatic positions at the National 
Security Council and DOD, and as Minister-Counselor in London, US Consul General to Bavaria, and 
political counselor in Jerusalem, among others. She received the 2024 Presidential Rank Award for her 
contributions to public service, as well as the Joint Civilian Service Meritorious Commendation Medal from 
the Department of Defense, and is a several-time recipient of the State Department’s Superior Honor 
Award. She obtained a BA in economics and international service from American University. 
 
Maj. Gen. (res.) Yair Golan is an Israeli politician, leader of the Democrats party and a senior military 
officer. He served as deputy minister of economy in the thirty-sixth Israeli government and as a Member of 
the Knesset from 2019–2022. He is a reserve major general (Aluf) in the Israel Defence Forces. An infantry 
officer by profession, he served as IDF deputy chief of staff, GOC Home Front Command and GOC 
Northern Command. In May 2024, Golan was elected as the leader of the Israeli Labor Party on a platform 
of merging with the Meretz party. On June 30, 2024, the two parties announced an agreement to form a 
new party, the Democrats. The agreement, which designated Yair Golan as leader of the new party, was 
approved by both parties' congresses in July 2024. 
 
Dr. Philip H. Gordon is the Sydney Stein Jr Scholar at the Brookings Institution. He has served in 
numerous senior foreign policy positions in the US government, including as Assistant to the President 
and National Security Adviser to the VP in the Biden Administration, and White House Coordinator for the 
Middle East, North Africa and the Gulf Region under President Barack Obama. In those roles he worked 
on issues including Iran, Middle East peace, the conflicts in Syria, Iraq, Libya and Yemen, and US relations 
with Israel, the Gulf States, Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon, and North Africa. Dr. Gordon has a Ph.D. and MA in 
international relations and international economics from Johns Hopkins University and a BA from Ohio 
University. He is the author of numerous books and articles about world affairs, including Losing the Long 
Game: The False Promise of Regime Change in the Middle East, named as a “book of the century” by 
Foreign Affairs and “book of the year” by the Financial Times and CNN. He has published articles in major 
newspapers and magazines, including The New York Times, The Washington Post, Financial Times, The 
Atlantic, Politico and Foreign Affairs. 
 



Dr. Rula Hardal is the Palestinian Co-Director of “A Land for All – Two States, One Homeland” (A joint 
Palestinian–Israeli political organization), and a research fellow at the Kogod Center for the Study of 
Jewish and Contemporary Thought at the Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem.  
She received her doctorate in political science from the University of Hanover in Germany, where she 
worked as a lecturer of Political Science and International Relations for several years. In 2015, she 
returned to Israel and joined Al-Quds University in Abu Dis, East Jerusalem, as an associate professor of 
political science until the summer of 2021. For some of her years there, she headed the Department of 
Social Work. Over the last few years, she has been a visiting professor of political science at The Arab 
American University in Ramallah, The University of Osaka in Japan and University of Lisbon in Portugal.  
 
Jessica Knight-Henry is currently the Deputy Executive Director and Chief Diversity & Inclusion Officer at 
the DSCC. Jessica served as the Political and Engagement Director for the DSCC during the2020 cycle. 
Previously, Jessica was the National Development Director for Supermajority, a multi-racial non-profit 
organization that works to build women’s power to achieve equalities. Jessica’s past experience includes 
work for the DNC as their Deputy National Finance Director for Coalitions/Councils and Director for the 
DNC Women’s Leadership Forum, Development and Operations Director for a national, nonpartisan civic 
engagement group focused on increasing the rate of voter registration in communities of color. Her tenure 
also includes work at the League of Conservation Voters (LCV), where she managed the Action Fund PAC 
and candidate endorsement process. Prior to LCV, she was Executive Director for the Congressional Black 
Caucus PAC. She began her career in politics in 2005, organizing field and GOTV operations for the 
Virginia Coordinated Campaign and helped lead Tim Kaine to his historic gubernatorial victory. Jessica is a 
volunteer with numerous service commitments in the Washington, DC area and her home state of 
Mississippi.  
 
Ben Linder was born in Jerusalem and emigrated to the US as a child. He serves as the J Street NYC 
Development Chair, as well as serving on the Executive Committee of the Silicon Valley chapter. Linder’s 
Israeli roots inspire his passion for J Street’s mission. Linder spent over 3 decades in Silicon Valley in 
entrepreneurial innovation and leadership positions in software companies. Linder’s previous roles 
included Founder/CEO of Scalent Systems (acquired by Dell), SVP of Marketing for Phone.com and VP of 
Marketing for New Media at Oracle Corporation. Linder is a board member of American Friends of 
Combatants for Peace and the Groupmuse Foundation. Linder holds a BS in Computer Science from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
 
Frank Lowenstein served as Special Envoy for Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations and Senior Advisor to 
Secretary of State John Kerry at the US Department of State from 2014-2017. He played a key role in the 
nine months of direct talks between the Israelis and Palestinians in 2013-2014 and the Gaza ceasefire 
negotiations in 2014. He is currently an internationally recognized expert on US foreign policy and Middle 
East issues and a regular contributor to major international media outlets. 

Omer Lubaton Granot is the CEO of The Democrats, Israel’s liberal political party led by Yair Golan. A 
political strategist and campaign manager, he has worked across Israeli politics, labor unions, grassroots 
movements, and the pro-democracy protests. He holds an MPA from Columbia University, where he 
served as a research assistant at the Institute of Global Politics under Secretary Hillary Clinton, and an LLB 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. He lives in Tel Aviv with his wife, Shany, and two children. 



Robert Malley is a Senior Fellow and Lecturer at the Yale Jackson School of Global Affairs and the author, 
with Hussein Agha, of the forthcoming Tomorrow is Yesterday: Life, Death, and the Pursuit of Peace in 
Israel-Palestine, which will be published on September 16th. He served in senior Middle East positions in 
the administrations of Presidents Clinton, Obama, and Biden. He was also President and CEO of the 
International Crisis Group. 

Rawan Odeh is a Palestinian Brooklyner leading social impact in tech. As the former Executive Director of 
New Story Leadership, she worked at the intersection of peacebuilding and leadership in Palestine and 
Israel, driven by the belief that those closest to pain are often farthest from power—and that must change. 
She co-created the Phoenix Framework, a post-war action plan for peace led by young Palestinians and 
Israelis from across faiths, sectors, and geographies. Shaped by war and loss, they are now coming 
together to confront the deadlock issues no one talks about—and to reimagine what peace can truly look 
like. 
 
Rabbi Jonah Dov Pesner serves as the Director of the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism and 
has led the Religious Action Center since 2015. Rabbi Pesner also serves as Senior Vice President of the 
Union for Reform Judaism, a position to which he was appointed in 2011. Named one of the most 
influential rabbis in America by Newsweek magazine, he is an inspirational leader and tireless advocate for 
social justice. 

May Pundak is the Israeli Co-Executive Director of A Land for All – Two States, One Homeland. A feminist 
lawyer, activist and social entrepreneur, May has worked at the New Israel Fund, directed the Polyphony 
Foundation, helped establish a legal team to support political struggles in East Jerusalem, and co-founded 
an educational dialogue group program for Jewish and Palestinian teenagers in West and East Jerusalem. 
May is a graduate of Harvard University’s Leadership, Community Organization and Activism course and 
holds a master’s degree in public and international law, with an emphasis on human rights, from the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
 
Congressman Jamie Raskin represents Maryland’s 8th Congressional District in the US House of 
Representatives. Now in his fourth term, he serves as the Ranking Member of the House Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability. Previously, Raskin served on the House Judiciary, Rules, and Administration 
Committees and was the lead impeachment manager in President Trump’s second trial. He also served on 
the Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack. Before Congress, Raskin was a three-term 
Maryland State Senator, leading efforts on marriage equality, the death penalty’s abolition and the National 
Popular Vote Compact. A longtime professor of constitutional law at American University, he has authored 
several books, including Unthinkable: Trauma, Truth and the Trials of American Democracy. He is a 
graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Law School and a former editor of the Harvard Law Review. 

Barak Ravid is a political correspondent for Axios in Washington, D.C., covering national security, foreign 
policy, and US politics. He also serves as Washington correspondent for Israel’s Walla! News. Ravid began 
his career in 2005 at NRG before joining Haaretz, where he spent a decade as diplomatic correspondent 
and columnist. He later became chief diplomatic correspondent for Channel 13 (2017–2020). Over nearly 
two decades, he has reported from more than 30 capitals, covering five Israeli prime ministers and four US 
presidents, and has broken hundreds of exclusives on the Middle East peace process, US-Israel relations, 
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and Israel’s ties with the Arab world, including early reporting on the Israel-Gulf relationship ahead of the 
Abraham Accords. In 2021, he published Trump’s Peace: The Abraham Accords and the Reshaping of the 
Middle East, later released in English in 2022. Ravid is a frequent commentator on US television, 
appearing on CNN, Fox News, MSNBC, CBS, and Newsmax. 
 
Casey Redmon is the Founder of Rimrock Strategies, a strategic advisory firm in Washington, DC. Casey 
served in the Biden, Trump and Obama Administrations, providing counsel on complex foreign policy 
challenges from Russia, China and the Middle East to defense, global health, development and 
technology. Most recently, Casey served as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for 
Legislative Affairs at the National Security Council. In this role, Casey advised White House leadership on 
foreign policy and homeland security issues and advocated for President Biden's national security agenda 
with Congress. Casey also served as a Director for Legislative Affairs at the National Security Council 
during the Biden and Obama Administrations. For over a decade, Casey worked at the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID), where she held a variety of roles in the Bureau for Legislative and 
Public Affairs, including serving as Acting Director of the Office of Legislative Affairs. In that role, Casey 
directed and managed USAID's engagement with Congress on all policy, oversight and appropriations 
issues and provided strategic counsel to the USAID Administrator. Casey holds an M.A. from Georgetown 
University in security studies, a B.A. from Northwestern University in religion and international studies, and 
studied Arabic at the American University in Cairo as a Boren Scholar. 
 
Jennifer Rubin is the editor-in-chief and co-founder of The Contrarian and an MSNBC contributor. Before 
launching The Contrarian, she spent over 14 years as an opinion columnist at The Washington Post. She is 
the author of the book Resistance: How Women Saved Democracy from Donald Trump and an MSNBC 
political analyst.  
 
Khalil Sayegh is the Executive Director and founder of Agora Initiative and a political analyst focused on 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Khalil lived most of his life in Gaza and the West Bank, where he was 
involved in political activism and humanitarian initiatives. Previously, Khalil worked on several international 
organizations focusing on promoting freedom of religion and rule of law in the Middle East, he served on 
the board of several humanitarian organizations and grassroots peace organizations.  
 
Dr. Dahlia Scheindlin is a public opinion researcher and a political advisor. She is currently a policy fellow 
at The Century Foundation, a columnist at Haaretz, and a visiting scholar at University of Pennsylvania this 
fall. She is the author of The Crooked Timber of Democracy in Israel, published in 2023. 
 
Senator Brian Schatz has dedicated his career to public service as a strong advocate for Hawai‘i’s 
middle-class families, a clean energy economy, seniors, our veterans, and Native Hawaiians. In the 
Senate, Schatz is working to create new clean energy jobs for Hawai‘i, strengthen the middle-class, 
enhance Social Security and Medicare, make college more affordable, support Native Hawaiian programs, 
and ensure our veterans receive the benefits they have earned. As a leader on clean energy, Senator 
Schatz has introduced legislation to reduce the effects of climate change while also moving our nation into 
a clean energy economy, creating jobs, and lessening America’s dependence on foreign oil. 
 



Amb. Daniel Shek, a veteran of Israel's diplomatic service, served as Ambassador to France. During his 
27-year-long career, he also served as Director of European Affairs, Spokesman of the Foreign Ministry 
and Consul General in San Francisco. An expert on public diplomacy, he continues to be a frequent guest 
on media outlets worldwide. Since leaving the Foreign Service, Ambassador Shek is an independent 
consultant on international affairs, strategic communication and political campaigns and teaches 
Diplomacy at Tel Aviv University. He is a member of the Board of the Arava Institute for Environmental 
Studies, which teaches environmental issues to students from Israel, Palestine and Jordan and proposes 
cooperative solutions for cross-border environmental challenges. Since the October 7th massacres, he 
has devoted most of his time and experience to the Forum of Families of Hostages, a large-scale civil 
society initiative, where he coordinates the Diplomacy division. 
 
Meirav Solomon is a senior at Tufts University studying International Relations in the Middle East. 
Originally from North Carolina, she is a proud Conservative Jew who has spent considerable time in 
Israel/Palestinian areas. She has been a member of J Street U since 2022 and is proud to serve as the 
President of J Street U National Board this academic year. Meirav has written many op-eds in national and 
international publications and had the immense privilege of testifying before the US Senate Judiciary 
Committee in March 2025. She hopes to be a part of shaping US foreign policy in Israel/Palestine and 
engaging in humanitarian diplomacy efforts as well as continue to be an ardent supporter of civil and 
human rights in America and abroad. 
 
Ksenia Svetlova is the executive director of ROPES, a Middle East peace organization that connects 
progressive Israeli and Palestinian emerging leaders with partners and allies across the Arab world. She 
served as a Knesset member from 2015 to 2019 for the Hatnua faction of the Zionist Union. Prior to the 
Knesset, Svetlova--who speaks fluent Arabic--was an Arab Affairs reporter for Israel's Channel 9. She has 
also been a director of the Israel-Middle East program at the Mitvim Institute for Regional Foreign Policies 
and a fellow at both the Atlantic Council and Reichman University's Institute for Policy and Strategy. Her 
book On High Heels Through the Middle East (Pardes) was published in 2021. Svetlova was born in 
Moscow and lives in Modi'in. 
 
Ellie Sweet, originally from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is a senior majoring in Political Science and minoring in 
Sociology and Psychology at American University. In conjunction with her undergraduate studies, she is 
pursuing a Master of Public Policy with a specialization in Social Policy. Ellie has been the co-Chair of J 
Street U at American University since Fall 2024. This past summer, she interned in Congresswoman Betty 
McCollum’s (MN-04) office through J Street U’s Lounie Dounn Congressional Fellowship. She is currently 
J Street’s Government Affairs Intern. In the future, Ellie hopes to utilize her studies and experiences by 
creating and analyzing policies that account for power dynamics, social behaviors, and curious learning. 
 

Aaron Weinberg is the founding Executive Director of the Congressional Jewish Caucus and Senior 
Foreign Policy Advisor to Rep. Jerry Nadler (NY-12). Previously, Aaron served as Director of Government 
Relations at Israel Policy Forum and in the office of Rep. Jan Schakowsky (IL-09) covering issues including 
foreign policy, defense, immigration, civil rights, and international women’s issues. Aaron has been a 
member of the Jewish outreach team of every Democratic presidential nominee’s campaign since 2012, 
and in the 2016 election cycle, Aaron served as the Director of Jewish Engagement at the Democratic 



National Committee (DNC). Aaron holds an M.A. in Jewish Professional Leadership from the Hornstein 
Program at Brandeis University and is a term member of the Council on Foreign Relations. 

Randi Weingarten is president of the 1.7 million-member American Federation of Teachers (AFT), 
AFL-CIO, which represents teachers; paraprofessionals and school-related personnel; higher education 
faculty and staff; nurses and other healthcare professionals; local, state and federal government 
employees; and early childhood educators. The AFT is dedicated to the belief that every person in 
America deserves the freedom to thrive, fueled by opportunity, justice and a voice in our democracy. 
Randi has led the AFT’s efforts to strengthen public education for all children and to address the crisis in 
the teaching profession caused by deep disinvestment and the deprofessionalization of teaching and has 
launched major efforts to place real education reform high on the nation’s and her union’s agendas. Prior 
to her election as AFT president in 2008, Weingarten served for 11 years as president of the United 
Federation of Teachers, AFT Local 2, as counsel to UFT president and was a teacher of history at Clara 
Barton High School. 
 
Tehila Wenger is the Deputy Director of the Geneva Initiative in Israel, an NGO that promotes a peace 
agreement between Israel and Palestinians through diplomatic, educational, and public tools. Her work at 
the Geneva Initiative includes organizing and facilitating joint dialogue forums for key stakeholders, 
advocacy and outreach with Israeli decision-makers and international stakeholders, and coordinating 
research projects on the topics of reconciliation, Jerusalem, and the two-state solution. Previously, Tehila 
participated in the Dorot Fellowship in Israel (2015-2016), and coordinated Jewish-Muslim dialogue 
initiatives as part of the Yakar-Tel Aviv cultural center. She has a BA in Politics from Princeton University 
and an MA in Diplomatic Studies from Tel Aviv University.  
 
Mona Yacoubian is Senior Advisor and Director of the Middle East Program at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies. Prior to joining CSIS, Ms. Yacoubian was Vice President for the Middle East and 
North Africa at the US Institute of Peace. Ms. Yacoubian previously served as Deputy Assistant 
Administrator in the Middle East Bureau at USAID where she was responsible for Syria, Lebanon, Jordan 
and Iraq. She began her career at the State Department in the Bureau of Intelligence and Research (INR). 

 


