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This reading companion is intended as a starting point, not a comprehensive guide.

Can We Talk About Israel? (Revised & Updated):

A Guide for the Curious, Confused, and Conflicted
Daniel Sokatch

ABOUT THIS BOOK

Originally published before October 7, this revised edition from the CEO of the New Israel Fund is
updated for the current moment — offering a fair, comprehensive, and accessible guide to the
history, politics, and emotions surrounding Israel and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Sokatch writes
for the genuinely curious and conflicted reader, presenting competing narratives honestly rather
than arguing for any single position. It is widely used as a starting point for difficult conversations in
synagogues, Jewish organizations, and classrooms.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Sokatch's title is itself a question — can we actually talk about Israel? What makes that
conversation so hard in your community, and what would make it safer or more productive?

2. The book presents multiple competing narratives about Israel honestly. How do you model that
kind of honest pluralism as a leader without seeming evasive or uncommitted?

3. Who in your community is most in need of this book — those who feel the conversation is too
one-sided, or those who have stopped engaging altogether? What does pastoral care look like
for both groups?

HIGH HOLIDAY SERMON THEMES

The obligation to stay in the room.

One of the great failures of this moment has been people leaving the conversation — walking out
of synagogues, cutting off friends, disengaging from community. The High Holidays are a time of
return. What does it mean to stay in relationship even when the conversation is painful?

Eilu v'eilu — holding multiple truths.
The Talmud teaches that both the words of Beit Shammai and Beit Hillel are 'words of the living

God.' How might that tradition of principled disagreement inform how we hold the complexity of
Israel/Palestine in our communities this year?
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