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This reading companion is intended as a starting point, not a comprehensive guide.
Finding Your Moral Compass:
Jewish Values for the 21st Century

Rabbi John Rosove

ABOUT THIS BOOK

In 40 concise essays, Rabbi Rosove — Senior Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Israel of Hollywood and a
past national co-Chair of the J Street Rabbinic and Cantorial Cabinet — explores foundational
Jewish values including emunah, tzedek, emet, anavah, rachamim, and teshuvah, among others.
Each chapter applies a classical value to contemporary moral life, ends with questions for personal
reflection, and draws connections between Jewish wisdom and universal ethical principles. It is both
a practical guide for individual moral clarity and a resource for adult learning and small group
discussion.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Rosove argues for ‘aspirational Zionism' rather than ‘crisis Zionism' — a relationship with Israel
rooted in values and vision rather than existential fear. What would that shift look like in your
community’s relationship to Israel?

2. The book covers 40 Jewish values. Which one do you feel you (and separately, your community)
is most hungry for right now — and which one is it most resistant to?

3. Rosove combines classical scholarship with personal experience and pastoral wisdom. How do
you draw on your own life experience as a source of moral teaching — and what, if anything,
holds you back from doing so?

HIGH HOLIDAY SERMON THEMES

The value you need most this year.

The machzor is a moral curriculum — it asks us to examine our lives against the full range of
Jewish values. Which single value does your community most need to sit with this Rosh
Hashanah or Yom Kippur? Rosove's framework offers a rich menu to choose from.

Moral clarity without moral rigidity.

Rosove writes for a world of genuine moral complexity — where Jewish values sometimes point
in different directions. How do we offer our communities moral grounding without pretending the
answers are simple?
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