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With All My Heart: Torah for Our Times 
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum 
 

ABOUT THIS BOOK 
Rabbi Kleinbaum's first book gathers decades of Torah teaching shaped by her 32 years leading 
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah — the world's largest LGBTQ+ synagogue — through the AIDS 
crisis, September 11, marriage equality, and the turbulence of the present moment. Her Torah is 
defined by radical inclusion, prophetic courage, and a refusal to separate spirituality from social 
justice. She is known for holding what she calls 'multiple truths at once' — fierce love alongside 
fierce criticism, grief alongside hope. 
 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
1.  Rabbi Kleinbaum has said she became a rabbi 'because I believe in the power of religious 

community to overcome the culture of despair.' What does it look like to build that kind of 
community right now — when so many in our community are exhausted, grieving, or politically 
divided? 

2.  Her rabbinate has always insisted that spirituality and social justice cannot be separated. Where 
do you feel that tension most acutely in your own work? When has it felt integrated — and when 
has it felt impossible? 

3.  Kleinbaum has built a Torah of inclusion from the margins — from a community that was often 
told it did not belong. What marginalized voices or experiences are shaping your own Torah this 
year? 

 

HIGH HOLIDAY SERMON THEMES 
B'chol l'vavcha — with all your heart. 
The title of this book echoes the Shema's call to love God with our whole heart. The High 
Holidays ask us to show up whole — not compartmentalized, not guarded. What would it mean 
for your congregation to enter the Days of Awe with their whole selves, including the parts they've 
been hiding or guarding? 

Prophetic Torah in a time of fear. 
The prophets didn't comfort people by telling them everything was fine — they comforted people 
by telling the truth. What prophetic truth does your community need to hear from you this High 
Holiday season? How can you share that truth “b’chol l’vavcha”, from a place of love and 
openness? 
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