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Zionism in Crisis: Jewish Power and Moral
Responsibility After October 7

Rabbi Zachary Truboff

ABOUT THIS BOOK

Drawing on Jewish theology, Zionist history, and contemporary political thought, Truboff argues that
October 7 and its aftermath have made sustained moral reflection both more difficult and more
urgent. At its core, the book is a call for teshuvah — asking whether the path Zionism is on is the
right one, naming what has gone wrong, and finding the courage to change course. It challenges
sweeping defenses of Israel's actions while rejecting total condemnations of Zionism. Written by an
American-Israeli Orthodox rabbi living in Jerusalem, it offers a theologically grounded and morally
serious voice from within the tradition.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Truboff frames the book as a call for teshuvah — not just personal repentance but collective
moral reckoning. What does communal teshuvah look like when the community is as fractured
as American Jewry is today (and when there is an ever growing fracture between the Diaspora
and Israeli Jewish communities)? Who gets to initiate it, both within our American Jewish
community and between the Diaspora and Israel?

2. The book refuses both uncritical defense of Israel's actions and total rejection of Zionism. How
do you hold that middle ground in your own rabbinate or cantorate — and how do you help your
community hold it?

3. Truboff draws on figures like Rav Kook and Rav Shagar who each tried to reconcile Jewish
tradition with the modern world. What Jewish theological resources do you turn to when looking
to reconcile our tradition with the challenges of the current moment?

HIGH HOLIDAY SERMON THEMES

Teshuvah for the collective.

The High Holidays ask us to account for our individual sins, but Jewish tradition also holds that
nations and communities are judged. What would it mean for us — as a Jewish people — to do
serious communal feshuvah this year? What have we failed to name? What course correction
does the new year demand?

The courage to change course.

Teshuvah is not just confession — it is the process of turning. Truboff's book asks Zionism to turn.
What in our own communal or spiritual lives needs turning this Elul — and what makes that
changing course so hard?
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